WEEK 11
WEEK 11 TOK AGENDA - ONLINE LEARNING WEEK 1:

*Please copy this page into your TOK notebook as you would normally do at the beginning of each week.
*This week’s work will be part of the March Notebook check.
*An optional free ZOOM video-phone conference will be made available in the coming days. Stay tuned for more information and
directions posted to the class website….
1.

Personal Religion Questionnaire (from last week): See the attached PPT slides and use the directions accordingly to
critically and creatively journal your responses to 15 questions of your choice.
TOK AIM #4 Critically reﬂect on your own beliefs and assumptions, leading to a more thoughtful, responsible, and purposeful life.

2.

Problems with Evidence in Religion and Deﬁning Rationality: See the attached PPT slides and copy the lecture notes and
critically and creatively answer the questions in your TOK notebook.
TOK AIM #3 Develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness of personal ideological assumptions.

3.

Religion Timeline: See the attached PPT and copy the World Religions Historical Timeline slide in your own handwriting in
your TOK notebook. Please use highlighters, markers or colored pencils to aide in this work. Do this neatly.
TOK AIM #2 Develop an awareness of how individuals and communities construct knowledge and how this is critically examined.

1.

Personal
Religion
Questionnaire
(from last
week): See the
attached slides
and critically
and creatively
journal your
responses to 15
questions of
your choice - it
does not matter
from which
category. Please
be as speciﬁc or
general as you
would like.

WEEK 11

WEEK 11

WEEK 11

WEEK 11

WEEK 11

WEEK 11

2.
Problems
with Evidence in
Religion and
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To what extent is faith rational?
Or is it only irrational?
Or is it something else?
Remember we are discussing faith as a way of
knowing.While there is room for faith as an actionable
operation of belief it is also always a way of knowing.
For these reasons we may use it synonymously with
trust.
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1. Compatibilism: Faith is rational.
>>Divine Sense Theory - Faith is an independent faculty which gives
us knowledge in much the same as way as perception gives us
knowledge.
>>Rational Faith Theory - What is grasped by Faith can be supported
by evidence and argument based on ordinary experiences.
2. Fideism: Faith is irrational.
Faith is opposed to, and inferior to, reason and we must rely on reason
if/when seeking religious truths.
3. Separate domains: Faith is arational.
There is no one method appropriate to all areas of knowledge. Faith
and reason are both appropriate to different domains of inquiry and
pursuits of Truth.
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● Define the term “arational”.
● Which of three proposed philosophical understandings of
faith do you find yourself most in agreement? To what extent
do you agree?
● Which of three proposed philosophical understandings of
faith do you think IB best justifies in its decision to include
Religion as an Area of Knowledge?
● Why might it be best to consider rationality as a spectrum
(instead of a concrete black/white concept)? Are there
paradoxes to this type of conceptual understanding?
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3. Religion Timeline:
See the attached PPT
and copy the World
Religions Historical
Timeline in your own
handwriting in your
TOK notebook. Please
use highlighters,
markers or colored
pencils to aide in this
work. Do this neatly.

The World Religions
Timeline
is on the next slide.
→
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END OF PPT.
THIS CONCLUDES THE CONTENT FOR WEEK 12
(WEEK 1 OF ONLINE LEARNING).
*****
Please stay tuned for additional information regarding an optional free ZOOM
conference that may be conducted before next week’s lesson.
Instructions for how to join the audiovisual conference call will be posted on
my website.

