WEEK 12
WEEK 12 TOK AGENDA - ONLINE LEARNING WEEK 2:

*Please copy this page into your TOK notebook as you would normally do at the beginning of each week.
*This week’s work will be part of the March Notebook check.
*An optional free ZOOM video-phone conference will occur this Friday @ 10:00 AM. Join the class REMIND for daily updates.
TOK AIM #1 Make connections between a critical approach to the construction of knowledge, the academic disciplines and the wider world
TOK AIM #2 Develop an awareness of how individuals and communities construct knowledge and how this is critically examined.
TOK AIM #3 Develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness of personal ideological assumptions.

1.

Philosophical Understandings of Religion & Religious Claims: See the attached PPT slides and copy the lecture notes.
Critically and creatively answer the included questions in your TOK notebook.

2.

Case Study - Intersection of Ethics and Religion: See the attached PPT slides and ﬁnd the Case Study titled “Religious
Garb”. Answer the three questions using the bullet point strategy (5 bullet points per question).

3.

Divine Origins: See the attached PPT and watch the video links about the origins of the world’s three largest religions.
Then, follow the directions and conduct some research about one of the listed world religions of your choice. Cite two
academic sources where you got your information and answer the attached questions using critical and/or creative
thinking.

Extended Essay Reminders:
1.

WEEK 12

Independent Work Time
● Literature People: Book(s) need to be ﬁnished by April 12
○ Read
○ Annotate
○ Save Ideas
○ Update outline….GOAL: Double the amount of pages that you had on March 6
○ Contact your supervisor and exchange ideas/feedback as possible
● Non-Literature People: Research needs to be ﬁnished by April 12
○ Read
○ Save sources
○ Save Ideas
○ Update bibliography…..GOAL: Double the amount of sources that you had on March 6
○ Contact your supervisor and exchange ideas/feedback as possible
Are you almost ready to start writing your paper?
Do you need to make a new outline to help layout the structure of your paper?
Keep progressing to the best of your ability! If you are ready to start writing - please do!
Remember: The end of the semester goal is that you have at least 4 pages of your EE written.

WEEK 12
1.

Philosophical Understandings of Religion & Religious Terminology List B: See the attached PPT slides and copy the
lecture notes. Critically and creatively answer the included questions in your TOK notebook.

“Human life is valuable.”
This is a religious claim that rings true for
believers in many different world religions and
even for non-believers.
Do you personally regard this claim as knowledge ?
Or, do you think this claim is rather just a belief ?
Can you think of at least one other religious claim that may
ring true across the religious spectrum?
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For each of the following claims, do you think the
claim/belief is based more on evidence (things we can
perceive) or on trust (things we cannot see)?
A. “Humans beings are fundamentally good.”
B. “Progress is inevitable.”
C. “World peace is an achievable goal.”
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1. With whom do you find it easiest to talk about
religion? With whom do you find it most difficult?
2. What is the benefit of contemplating religion, even if
you don’t believe?
3. What is your current opinion on the rationality (or
irrationality) of faith?
4. Has faith as a way of knowing been a part of your life
in the past week? If so, how?
5. My personal favorite definition of faith: “Faith is
conﬁdence in what we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1 NIV)
How do you deﬁne faith?

Pascal’s Wager
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Pascal’s Claim:

Blaise Pascal, early-mid 1600’s

What do you think
about this?

Essentially, humans bet their entire lives (their souls) that
God either does or does not exist. Rationally, it makes sense
then to at least believe God exists because if He in fact
does, then you’re right….go to Heaven! However, if you
believe He exists and He actually doesn’t, oh well, it’s
alright, nothing happens. However, if you claim to not
believe in Him and He actually does exist, well then you’re
really out of luck…………...
Basically, when considering risk/reward, it’s more
pragmatic (safest/most reasonable) to believe.

Pascal’s Wager
Pascal’s Claim via table:

Blaise Pascal, early-mid 1600’s

What other contributions
to knowledge did pascal
make?
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Freud’s Claim:
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Essentially,we are normally inclined to
believe something is true. As such, we
convince ourselves, on the basis of little or
no evidence, that the thing really is true.
Basically, we just believe what we want (or
Sigmund Freud, 1850’s - 1930’s
are naturally inclined) to believe.
WHat other contributions We “wish” - perhaps in our subconsciousto knowledge did freud what we want to be true.
make?
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“Freud's psychoanalytic perspective
viewed religion as the unconscious
mind's need for wish fulﬁllment.
Because people need to feel secure and
absolve themselves of their own guilt,
Freud believed that they choose to
believe in God, who represents a
powerful father-ﬁgure.” (Cherry 2020)
Sigmund Freud, 1850’s - 1930’s

Use this QR CODE TO READ MORE
ABOUT SIGMUND FREUD, RELIGION
& WISH FULFILLMENT →
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2. Case Study Intersection of
Ethics and
Religion: See the
attached PPT
slides and ﬁnd
the Case Study
titled “Religious
Garb”. Answer
the three
questions using
the bullet point
strategy (5
bullet points per
question).
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1.

eristic of religion?
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1.

eristic of religion?
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3. Divine Origins: See the attached PPT and watch the video links about the origins of the world’s three largest religions. Then,
follow the directions and conduct some research about one of the listed world religions of your choice. Cite two academic sources
where you got your information and answer the attached questions using critical and/or creative thinking.
VIDEO 1 > “The Story of Judaism”
VIDEO 2 >“Christianity from Judaism to Constantine”
VIDEO 3 > "Life of Muhammad and Beginnings of Islam"

World Religions
choices for this activity:

Sikhism
Hinduism
Buddhism
Zoroastrianism
Jainism
Shintoism
Scientology
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

What are some key date(s) of its origination and any
related details about its establishment?
Where is its central geographical location
historically? In the modern era?
Who is/are its central leader(s) and prophet(s)?
What type of religion is this (Monotheistic,
polytheistic, etc)?
What are key tenets and significant articles of faith
(religious doctrine)?
Is there a holy text and if so, what are some
important facts about it?
What country in the world currently has the most
adherents/believers/followers?
How has this religion’s adherents/believers/followers
contributed to scientific progress or mathematics?
How has this religion’s adherents/believers/followers
contributed to social progress or human sciences?
To what extent does this religion contribute shared
knowledge in its region? In the world?
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1.

eristic of

END OF PPT.
THIS CONCLUDES THE CONTENT FOR WEEK 12
religion? (WEEK 2 OF ONLINE LEARNING).
*****

Please stay tuned for an optional free ZOOM conference that will occur on Friday at
10:00 AM. More information will be sent through the class REMIND account.

